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RESEARCH
POLICY:
EFC recognizes the usefulness of research in improving the quality of professional services. Respect for consumer confidentiality, well-being, and dignity shall be maintained.

PROCEDURES:
All plans for research involving consumers and/or records shall be submitted to the Executive Director for approval.

The Executive Director appoints a Research Review Committee.  The committee shall include experienced clinicians who have experience in the area of research being reviewed.  A majority shall not be associated with the research project.  At least two committee members shall be certified/licensed clinicians and at least one shall be a non-EFC staff member.

The committee shall consider the plan based upon:

a.
Applicable governmental regulations

b.
Adequacy of design

c.
Qualifications of the researchers

d.
Benefits and risks to participants, in general, and to EFC

e.
Compliance with ethical standards

f.
Process of informed consent

g.
Methods for handling adverse outcomes

The committee shall report its approval/disapproval to the Executive Director in writing.

Executive Director shall obtain Board approval.

All research subjects shall give written, informed consent.

Confidentiality of participants shall be maintained.

Subjects will be informed orally and in writing that they may withdraw from participation at any time without affecting their consumer status at the mental health center.

Researchers shall give written report of findings to Executive Director.
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