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HIV/HEPATITIS B&C EXPOSURE PROTOCOL FOR EMPLOYEES

POLICY:

Accidental exposure to blood and body fluids may expose the employee to blood-borne pathogens such as HIV or the Hepatitis B & C virus.  Employees shall follow the universal precautions described in the Policy & Procedure entitled "Staff Policy Regarding HIV" on page III-23 of the Policy and Procedure Manual.  If accidental exposure to potentially infective body fluids does occur, the following procedures will be followed:

PROCEDURES:
1.
First aid for exposure to blood-borne pathogens will be sought and carried out:


a.
Skin surfaces exposed to body fluids will be washed with anti-bacterial soap and water.


b.
With splashes to the eyes, the eyes will be liberally irrigated with water.


c.
Human bites or other lacerations are to be washed with antibacterial soap and water and the employee will be referred to the hospital emergency room for treatment as soon as possible.

2.
The employee will be referred to one of the following for HIV and Hepatitis B & C testing, treatment and monitoring:


An Urgent Care Clinic; the employee's personal physician; a local hospital emergency room; or a County Health Clinic.


The expense of such medical care shall be borne by the Center's worker compensation carrier.

3.
The employee's supervisor will insure that pre and post-HIV test counseling is provided to the employee, either by the selected physician or the County Health Department.

4.
Any exposure to blood and/or body fluids will be reported as soon as possible via the critical incident reporting system.

5.
When exposure to blood or body fluids occurs, the person who is the source of the body fluids  will be asked to voluntarily submit to HIV and Hepatitis B & C testing.  If the source refuses, a court order can be sought to compel testing.  Supervising staff on the scene will consult the Center's physician to determine the necessity for testing, considering the "at risk" behavior of the source and the nature of the exposure. Testing will be performed at the Urgent Care Unit, a personal physician’s office, or a local hospital.
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