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TREATMENT OF POTENTIALLY INFECTIOUS CONSUMERS

POLICY:
The program and its staff shall not discriminate against those persons with mental illness/substance abuse who may also be at risk for, or infected with, diseases including tuberculosis (TB), venereal diseases, hepatitis, or human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

PROCEDURES:
Evaluation of Treatment:

Refer to the "Tuberculosis Control Plan" for management, education, and isolation of consumers with possible signs of TB, i.e., coughing and secretions.

A health history shall be obtained on each consumer at intake.

All consumers with a primary or secondary diagnosis of substance addiction/abuse and each consumer with high-risk behaviors for AIDS shall be provided an "Aids Education/ Prevention" session, and documentation of such session shall be completed in the consumers file.

In addition, these consumers shall be offered an opportunity to have an appointment made at a Department of Health certified site for HIV antibody testing.

Aids/HIV education/prevention and information shall be offered to the families/partners of these consumers.

A Resource Manual shall be maintained for use in each site.

Confidentiality:

Each consumer known to be HIV positive or to have AIDS shall be reported without name to the State Department of Mental Health within twenty-four hours of diagnosis or admission.

The information in the chart on each consumer who is HIV positive or who has AIDS shall be available only to those clinical staff who need such information in order to plan and implement treatment.
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